









How to use this Reading Guide: 

The following Reading Guide is a five-week plan, designed to help you and/or your family focus on some of the themes 
presented throughout the Christmas Story. Each week will focus on different people introduced throughout the Christmas 
Story, beginning with Zechariah and Elizabeth, and ending with Jesus. 


Each daily reading should only take 15-30 minutes, and will provide you with a brief Devotional Reading, Scripture Reading, 
and Questions for Reflection. This guide has been designed with questions for personal reflection as well as with others 
(friends, room mates, couples, etc.) An additional question or two may be offered for Parents to engage their children in 
family discussion.


Most Daily Readings consist of two boxes. A devotional on the left, and a Scripture Reading / Questions on the Right. An 
example of a daily reading is noted below.


If you have any questions or other feedback, please contact Pastor Justin at justin@southridgechurch.net


Box 1: Devotional Reading 

The Reading Guide provides five daily readings that 
can be read throughout the week. These daily readings 
are divided into two different segments, represented by 
different boxes on the page.


The box on the left-side of the page will include the 
Week number, and the day (example: Week 1; Day 1:) 
as well as a brief devotional reading.


Begin each daily reading in this box, and then move 
into the Scripture Reading in the next box on the right.


Box 2: Scripture Reading, Questions, and/or Prayer. 
After finishing the devotional, take the opportunity to 
read through the Scripture Reading, and answer the 
questions provided here.

Example: 

Reading: Luke Chapter 1:1-25

Personal: How would you respond if the events that 
happened to Zechariah and Elizabeth happened to 
you? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
How would you respond if the events that happened to 
Zechariah and Elizabeth happened to you? 
Family: Zechariah was unable to talk for a long time. 
What would you do if you were unable to talk for a 
day? A week? A month? 
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 But to all who believed him 
and accepted him,  

he gave the right to become 
children of God. 

John 1:12












Week 1; Day 1: An Unexpected Memory


Think about a joyful Christmas Memory that was completely 
unexpected. Was it a new toy you received as a child? Was 
it having a family member join you for Christmas? Was it an 
unexpected Holiday bonus? Whatever it may be, it must 
have been a powerful moment in order for you to have a 
deep, lasting memory.


Early in the Christmas Story, we read about a couple named 
Zechariah and Elizabeth. At first glance, there wasn’t 
anything extraordinary about them. Zechariah was a Priest, 
and both he and his wife trusted God. They were getting old, 
and having no children to raise they probably led a quiet, 
simple life. 


But everything was about to change. They were about to 
experience something that was not only unexpected - it 
would change their understanding of the power of God.


As you read today, ponder this question: 


Men: What would you do if the events that happened to 
Zechariah happened to you? 


Women: What would you do if the events that happened to 
Elizabeth happened to you? 

Reading: Luke 1:1-25

The name Zechariah means, “The Lord has remembered.” 
This is fitting. Though a simple Priest with no children, God 
chose to use Zechariah as a reminder to all people of God 
that He has remembered us. The beginning of the Christmas 
Story shows that God doesn’t just have a deep lasting 
memory of us. Instead, we are “More than a Memory” to 
Him.

Personal: What is your favorite Christmas memory?

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.):  
How would you respond if the events that happened to 
Zechariah and Elizabeth happened to you?

What is your greatest unexpected but joyful Christmas 
Memory?  
Family: Zechariah was unable to talk for a long time. What 
would you do if you were unable to talk for a day? A week? 
A month?  
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for not just remembering 
us, but for sending your Son Jesus to us. It shows that I am 
much more than a memory to You, and it’s my desire to live 
my life in such a way that You are much more than a 
memory to me. Amen. 

Week 1; Day 2: Un Believable 


Have you ever had something happen — something so 
bizarre — that when you told other friends and family about 
it they didn’t believe you? 


This is exactly what happens in the lives of Zechariah and 
Elizabeth. Zechariah is just a simple man, doing his best to 
trust God and care for his wife. Suddenly, an angel appears 
and tells Zechariah that his wife will have a child. 


How does Zechariah respond? He responds in the same 
way many of us would. “How can I be sure this will happen? 
I’m an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.” 
(Luke 1:18)


This is where some individuals really begin to wrestle with 
the Christmas Story. Can it really be true? Did an angel from 
heaven appear to Zechariah? “Things like this just don’t 
happen,” some may argue. “And because things like this 
don’t happen, the Christmas Story must be a myth.” 


But literary scholar C.S. Lewis writes, "Now as a literary 
historian, I am perfectly convinced that whatever else the 
Gospels are, they are not legends. I have read a great deal 
of legend (myth) and I am quite clear that they are not the 
same sort of thing." 

Reading: Luke 1:57-80

The Bible was written over a 1500 year period of time. And 
as you read through it, you’ll discover that an angel of God 
appearing is a very rare event. It shouldn’t be a stumbling 
block for those who want to know God better.

As you go about your day, consider this: Is God inviting me 
to be more like Zechariah and Elizabeth? If so, what would 
that look like? 

Personal: Have you ever been in a situation where others 
considered the Bible a myth or legend because of the 
Christmas Story? How did you respond? Would you 
respond any differently today? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
Do you personally have any doubts about the validity of the 
Christmas Story? If so, what are they? 

Would you be willing to pray about those doubts today? 

Family: What does the phrase “God’s tender mercy” (Luke 
1:78) mean to you? How can we show this same kind of 
mercy to one another? 
Prayer: Mark 9:24 says, “I do believe, but help me 
overcome my unbelief!” Offer a similar prayer to God today 
in your own words. 

Read ing Gu ide :Read ing Gu ide :



Week 1; Day 5:
• Quickly Review this week’s readings and questions.
• Have you taken opportunities to consider something you can do this Christmas Season that will be “More than a Memory”?
• What do you remember most from your reading?
• God is inviting you to be a person who can trust Him and praise Him in all situations. What will that look like over the next 

week? Month? Year?
• What is one additional step you believe God is inviting you to take as a result of this week’s reading?

Week 1; Day 3: Prepare to Know Him More


What are all of the things you do to prepare for a Summer 
Vacation? You probably pack clothes for swimming, sun 
screen, food, snacks, and much, much more. 


At the beginning of the Christmas Story, God tells Zechariah 
that he will have a son, and that his son will prepare the 
people for the coming of the Lord (Luke 1:17). 


God didn’t simply send Jesus to the world. He first sent 
someone to prepare the people for His coming. But why? 


A Pastor named Charles Spurgeon once spoke on this 
verse, noting that we are all welcome to come just as we are 
into the presence of God. He said, “Come just as you are 
now, with nothing in your hand to buy the mercy of God, 
with nothing wherewith to demand or to deserve it.” But he 
immediately followed up noting just how challenging this is 
for us. He said, “Men want a great deal of preparing before 
they will come to that point. Only the grace of God, working 
mightily through the Word, by the Spirit, will prepare men to 
come to Christ.”


As you read today, consider this: How can you better 
prepare yourself and/or your family to know Jesus more 
than you do today? 


Week 1; Day 4: There’s always a reason to praise God.

Remember that the Christmas Story is an excellent example 
that you are much more than a memory to God. But it works 
the other way as well. Zechariah reminds us that God is 
much more than a memory to us. 

Zechariah, who was unable to speak for months, could’ve 
been frustrated with God. But when his son was born and 
he could speak, he praises God.

As you re-read Luke 1:57-80 today, pay close attention to 
the various aspects of Zechariah’s praise.

• God has sent us a Savior, just as he promised.

• We will be saved from our enemies.

• He has been merciful to us.

• We have been rescued.

• We can serve God without fear.

• We can serve God in holiness and righteousness

• God will guide us on the path of peace

• …and much more. 

Consider this: Which part of Zechariah’s prayer resonates 
with you the most? Why?

Reading: Luke 1:1-25

Personal: How can you better prepare yourself and/or your 
family to know Jesus more than you do today? 

What, if anything, is your greatest fear about coming to 
know God more? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
What, if anything, if your greatest fear about coming to know 
God more? 

Is there one thing I can do for you this week to encourage 
you to spend more time with God? 

Is there one thing we can do this week to spend more time 
with God together? 

Family: What do you think it means to be prepared to know 
God more? What is one thing we can do as a family this 
week to get to know God better?  
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that I often desire your 
mercy and try to earn it by doing things for You. Continue to 
help me see that You offer it freely, and do whatever is 
necessary to prepare me to better receive it from You. 
Amen.

Reading: Luke 1:57-80

Personal: Which part of Zechariah’s prayer resonates with 
you the most? Why?

Write out your own praise/prayer to God. What are some 
things God has done for you? What are some of His 
promises that have had a lasting impact on you?

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.):

What is something we can do together this Christmas 
Season to make a lasting memory? Perhaps something 
really big, that we can share with our children and 
grandchildren that will be “More than a Memory”? 

- Commit to writing down 5-10 ideas over the next 3-4 
weeks and revisiting this question later. (See last page of this 
Reading Guide) 
Family: What is something you would like to praise God for 
today? 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that there are times when 
I don’t want to praise you. The burdens of my life sometimes 
overwhelm me, and I’m sometimes frustrated with You as a 
result. But today I am reminded that there is always a reason 
to praise You. And I pray that this Christmas Season will 
remind me to praise You in all situations. Amen.










Week 2; Day 1: What do you think about often? 

Have you ever been in a situation where somebody asked 
you a question that you had to think really hard about before 
answering? Not just a school question about Math or 
Science or Social Studies. But a question that got to the 
heart of who you are and what you believe. 

Perhaps a friend or counselor asked, “What would your life 
look like if you forgave that person who wounded you so 
deeply?” Or, “How would your life be different if you fully 
realized how much you matter to God and others?” Or 
perhaps, “What would your life look like if you focused more 
of your energy on practicing your values and not just 
professing them?” 

It’s questions like these that take a lot of thought. We 
hesitate to answer them quickly, because we know that our 
answer may change us. And even though our answers 
change us for the better, all change is hard. 

In Luke 2:19, we read that Mary (the mother of Jesus) 
spends tremendous time pondering all of the events that 
were unfolding. It reads, “Mary kept all these things in her 
heart and thought about them often.”

As you read today, consider this: What are some things you 
think about often? About Jesus? About God? About…? 

Week 2; Day 2: The Attributes of God


The culture that Mary lived in was much different than our 
own. Scholars note that Mary was likely a young teenager 
when she became pregnant. At a very young age, 
something happened that changed the course of her life 
forever. She could have told God, “Please choose 
somebody else.” She could have said, “Why did You choose 
me? I’m a nobody.” She could have responded in any 
number of ways. But despite the unusual circumstances of 
her pregnancy, her response was simply to show honor and 
praise to God (Luke 1:46-55).


This song of praise has been known for generations as 
Mary’s Magnificat. In it, she focuses on many attributes of 
God. Though she would’ve been familiar with many of the 
Psalms, including the laments, she chose not to lament, but 
to praise God. 


As you read today, consider this: Mary’s Song focuses on 
many character traits and attributes of God. Which of these 
attributes resonates with you the most? 


Reading: Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-56; Luke 2:19

Personal: What are some things you think about often? 
About Jesus? About God? About…?

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
Which of the these questions stuck out to you most during 
today’s devotional?

• What would your life look like if you forgave that person 

who wounded you so deeply?

• How would your life be different if you fully realized how 

much you matter to God and others?

• What would your life look like if you focused more of your 

energy on practicing your values and not just professing 
them?


Do you agree that answers to questions like these change 
us, and that all change is hard? 

Family: In Luke 1:38, Mary responded to the angel, “I am 
the Lord’s servant.” What does it mean to be the Lord’s 
servant?  
Prayer: Heavenly Father, my desire is to have the faith and 
the heart of Mary. My desire is to be Your servant, and to 
regularly think about the greatness of who You are and all 
You have done. May this be reflected in how I live my life, 
and may others see these traits in me. Amen. 

Reading: Luke 1:46-55; Psalm 103

Personal: Compare Luke 1:46-55 with Psalm 103. 

Quickly write down the character traits of God mentioned in 
both Mary’s Song and Psalm 103.

Which of these character traits resonates with you the 
most? Why? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
Which of these character traits resonates with you the 
most? Why?

How would your life be different if you thought about one of 
these character traits every day? (Is that something you 
would be willing to commit to over the next week?)

Family: Read Psalm 103:2. What can we do as a family to 
never forget the good things God has done for us? 

As a family, choose one additional verse in Psalm 103 you 
can read each day this week as a reminder of God’s love. 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I admit that I don’t think about 
Your attributes on a daily basis. But today, it’s my desire to 
regularly dwell on Your forgiveness, Your righteousness, and 
the truth that You have filled my life with good things. Help 
me to regularly remember all the wonderful things You have 
done for me, in me, and through me. Amen. 
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Week 2; Day 5: 
• Quickly Review this week’s readings and questions.
• Have you taken opportunities to consider something you can do this Christmas Season that will be “More than a Memory”?
• What do you remember most from your reading?
• God is inviting you to be a person who thinks about Him and His attributes on a regular basis. What will that look like over 

the next week? Month? Year?
• What is one additional step you believe God is inviting you to take as a result of this week’s reading?

Week 2; Day 3: From Perfection to Brokenness

Have you ever experienced a vacation getaway that was so 
relaxing and enjoyable that you didn’t want to return back 
home? The sound of the waves crashing, or the view of the 
mountains, or simply the downtime to read and/or relax in 
other ways was so magnificent that returning to “normal” life 
wasn’t something you were looking forward to? 

Now imagine that you didn’t have to return home. You were 
able to stay in that place - forever. No bills. No work. Just 
pure bliss. 

One aspect of the Christmas Story that sometimes goes 
unnoticed is that this is the very situation in which Jesus 
found Himself. Jesus existed in heaven long before He was 
born here on Earth. 

“Since the beginning of time, He was with His heavenly 
Father. He was there when the world was created. 
Everything that was created was created through Him, and 
eve ry th i ng t ha t was c rea ted was c rea ted fo r 
Him.” (Colossians 1:15-16)

He lived in a perfect world. No sin. No shame. No fear. But 
he left that world to enter into ours. 

As you read today, consider this: What must it have been 
like for Jesus to give up His world to enter into ours? 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:10-11; Romans 6:17-18


Personal: What does it mean to be righteous? Do you 
consider yourself to be righteous? Explain. 


How would you describe the meaning of these verses to 
your friends and family? 


Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 

What does it mean to be righteous? Do you consider 
yourself to be righteous? Explain.


Continue to ponder this question: What is something you 
can do this Christmas Season to make a lasting memory? 
Perhaps something really big, that you can share with your 
children, grandchildren and/or others that will be “More than 
a Memory.”? (See last page of this Reading Guide)

Family: What do you think it means to be a slave to 
righteous living? How can we as a family help one another 
live righteously?  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, today I simply thank You that I am 
no longer a slave to sin. That I have been made holy thanks 
to Your Son Jesus. Help me to remember that this is how 
You see me - holy and righteous - so that I may more fully 
enjoy a right relationship with You. Amen.  

Week 2; Day 4: Brokenness to Righteousness 
Over the past two weeks, you’ve seen several examples of 
life-changing moments. Zechariah talked with an angel from 
God and became mute for several months. Elizabeth gave 
birth in her old age. Mary became pregnant by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus left a perfect world in order to enter 
our broken one. All of these experiences were much “More 
than a Memory” for those involved. 

In the midst of all of this is Joseph, a man who was engaged 
to be married to Mary. Apparently, when Mary tells him that 
she’s pregnant, he sets out to break their pledge to be 
married. The Bible says that Joseph was a righteous man, 
but he still wasn’t convinced that Mary’s story was 
trustworthy (Matthew 1:19).

God responds to Joseph’s doubts in the same way He 
responded to Zechariah and Mary - He sends an angel to 
convince Joseph of the truth. As a righteous man, Joseph 
does as he’s instructed and takes Mary as his bride. 

As you read today, consider this: What does it mean to be 
righteous? Do you consider yourself to be righteous?


Reading: John 1:1-18; Colossians 1:15-16

Personal: What must it have been like for Jesus to give up 
His world to enter into ours?

If it’s true that Jesus came to us from Heaven, and it’s true 
that He has revealed God to us (John 1:18), then how does 
that change your perspective on who Jesus is and the 
things He taught?

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
Does today’s reading change your perspective on who 
Jesus is and the things He taught? 

How familiar are the teachings of Jesus to you? Would you 
be willing to commit to reading the Gospel of Mark this 
month and discussing some of His teachings?

Family: What must it have been like for Jesus to give up His 
world to enter into ours? 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that I don’t often think 
about Jesus leaving a perfect world in order to enter our 
broken one. His willingness and desire to do this is an 
extraordinary example of His love, and shows that He really 
does want what is best for me. Help me to better 
understand His teachings, and live them out among my 
family, colleagues, and friends. Amen.  









Week 3; Day 1: Why me? Why not me? 

Have you ever experienced something so wonderful that 
you couldn’t wait to share it with others? Perhaps an 
engagement to be married, a job promotion, or some other 
exciting event? 

Now picture this - you’re at work in a dead-end job. There is 
no possibility of receiving a promotion. Your work is hard 
and the hours are long. At the end of the day, you can barely 
feed your family. Your nights are restless. Your body is tired 
and worn. You wonder whether the people who see you 
working fully understand the challenges you face every 
single day. The last thing you expect, is to have a personal 
experience with God.

This is what it would’ve been like to be a Shepherd in Jesus’ 
day. Spending long days and long nights herding and 
protecting sheep that aimlessly wander off at any time of 
day. It was probably a challenging and unfulfilling career.

Oddly, God chose the Shepherds to tell others about Jesus’ 
birth. He didn’t choose the educated. Or Priests. Or kings. 
Or any other leader. He chose the Shepherds. Uneducated. 
Poor. Lonely. Shepherds. 

Consider this: If God chose to use the Shepherds to 
announce Jesus’ arrival, how might He choose to use you?

Week 3; Day 2: Simplicity to Extraordinary 
When you read through the Bible, you discover that God 
often chose people with no extraordinary talent or education 
to fulfill His will. In Luke 2, it was the Shepherds. 

Elsewhere, we see that God chose Abraham, somebody 
whose family didn’t follow God, to be the father of the 
people of Israel (Genesis 12). We later see God chooses 
Moses, a man with no ability to communicate well, to lead 
His people out of Egypt (Exodus 4:10). We later see God use 
David, the youngest and smallest of his brothers, to defeat 
Goliath (1 Samuel 17). 

In the New Testament, God chose Peter, an uneducated 
fisherman, to tell thousands of others about Jesus (Acts 2). 
And later God chose Paul (Saul), a man who had once 
helped murder other followers of Jesus, to spread the Good 
News of Jesus to several major cities (Acts 9). 

There are countless other stories of seemingly unimportant 
men and women, who God chose to use in extraordinary 
ways. 

As you read today, consider this: You may consider yourself 
ordinary. But God can use you to accomplish the 
extraordinary.

Reading: Luke 2:8-20

Personal: Why do you think God chose to use the 
Shepherds to tell others about Jesus’ birth, instead of 
Priests, or kings? (Compare with Psalm 23:1)

Luke 1:1-4 notes that Luke researched everything really well. 
Do you think it’s likely that some (perhaps all) of these 
shepherds were still alive, and told Luke about what they 
experienced? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
Has God ever invited you to do something, or be part of 
something big, and you wondered why he chose you?

If yes: were you initially afraid, or excited to follow through 
on that invitation?

If no: will you pray today that God would reveal to you a way 
that you can be part of something big?

Family: Why do you think God chose to use Shepherds to 
tell others about Jesus’ birth? Why do you think the 
Shepherds were terrified (Luke 2:9)?  
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that I don’t often think 
about what it would be like to be a shepherd, but this week 
my desire is for you to Shepherd me. Lead me. Guide me. 
And direct my steps each day. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Reading: Luke 2:8-20

Personal: Do you struggle to believe that God would ask 
you to accomplish something extraordinary? If so, why do 
you think that is? 

How do you think you would respond today if God knocked 
on your door and asked you to do something for Him? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
Continue to ponder this question: What is something you 
can do this Christmas Season to make a lasting memory? 
Perhaps something really big, that you can share with your 
children, grandchildren and/or others that will be “More than 
a Memory.”?

- Commit to writing down 5-10 ideas over the next 3-4 
weeks and revisiting this question later. (See last page of this 
Reading Guide) 
Family: What is something that God has asked you to do for 
Him? Do you find it easy or hard to follow-through? 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, continue to provide wisdom to me 
(and my family) about something we can do that will be 
“More than a Memory” in our lives, and the lives of others. I 
pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Read ing Gu ide :



Week 3; Day 3: Share what matters. 
The people of God didn’t always have it easy. In the Old 
Testament, we learn that the people of Israel were 
conquered and taken into exile by the Assyrian Empire, and 
later the Babylonian Empire. In the New Testament, the 
nation of Israel is occupied by the Roman Empire.

Due to their circumstances, the people of Israel were waiting 
for somebody to rescue them. They were waiting for a 
warrior-king. Somebody who would break free from the 
Roman Empire. 

But Jesus didn’t come as a warrior. He first came as a small, 
innocent child. Later in Jesus’ life, an odd situation arose. A 
Roman Military Officer asked Jesus to heal his young 
servant. This could’ve been a great opportunity for Jesus to 
say, “I can’t help you! You’ve overtaken my people! And I’m 
here to free them!” But Jesus didn’t say that. Instead, he 
responded in a way that probably made others in the crowd 
cringe. When responding to the Centurion, Jesus said, “I tell 
you the truth, I haven’t seen faith like this in all Israel!” He 
then healed the Centurion’s servant. 

As you read today, consider this: If Jesus was willing to heal 
a young servant of one of Israel’s greatest enemies, what 
kind of strength do you think he offers you?

Week 3; Day 4: The Two Greats 
While the Bible is full of excellent verses that are worthy of 
memorizing, there are two that have become extremely well-
known. Each of these are so well known that the word 
“Great” has been associated with them. 

The Great Commandment: 36  “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” 


37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  i 38 This 
is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  j 40 All the Law and 
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 
22:36-40)

The Great Commission: 18 Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

As you read today, consider this: What would it look like for 
you to wake up every day desiring to fulfill these verses? 

Reading: Matthew 8:5-13 
Personal: Why do you think Jesus healed the Centurion’s 
servant? 

What does this story tell you about who Jesus desires to be 
in a relationship with? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
Do you think the Roman Centurion would’ve told others 
about what Jesus had done for him? 

Do you find it easy or challenging to tell others about what 
Jesus has done for you? Explain your answer.

Family: How can we as a family share with others about our 
faith in God, and tell them about the things He has done for 
us? 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess today that I find it 
challenging to tell others about what Jesus has done for me. 
I wrestle with thoughts like, “What will they think of me? 
What if they don’t respond well? What if they reject the 
message I share?” Help me to understand that my role is to 
share Your Word with others, and how they respond isn’t in 
my control. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Reading: Matthew 22:36-40; Matthew 28:18-20  
Remember that Jesus’ first disciples weren’t educated 
scholars. They were simple, lower-class individuals, yet God 
choose them to fulfill the Great Commission.

Personal: In your own words, write down what you think it 
means to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength. What are three ways you can love Him this week 
with your heart? Soul? Mind? Strength? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
What do you think it means to love yourself? Do you find it 
easy or difficult to love yourself? Explain.

What is one way I can express my love for you this week?

Family: What do you think it would look like to love your 
friends and put their needs before your own? What are three 
things you can do in the coming days to make that happen? 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that there are times when 
I don’t love myself, and because of that, I find it hard to love 
others. Help me to see myself in the same way that You see 
me. May Your love penetrate me, until I fully recognize that I 
was created by You, created for You, and created for Your 
glory. Then, provide me with the wisdom to share that truth 
with others. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Week 3; Day 5: 
• Quickly Review this week’s readings and questions.
• Have you taken opportunities to consider something you can do this Christmas Season that will be “More than a Memory”?
• What do you remember most from your reading?
• God is inviting you to be a person who lives out the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. What will that look 

like over the next week? Month? Year?
• What is one additional step you believe God is inviting you to take as a result of this week’s reading?









Week 4; Day 1: Seeking Jesus 

Imagine sitting down for a quick lunch with an old friend. 
After reminiscing about some memories together, they 
surprise you with a question. “I’ve been doing some 
thinking, and I’m curious. What would you say it means to 
‘worship’?” 


As soon as you hear the question you think that your 
response should be quicker. But not wanting to misspeak, 
you kindly respond, “You know, I’d like to think about that a 
little while.”


For the next few weeks, you continue to ponder the 
question, “What does it mean to worship?” Afterwards, you 
follow-up with your friend, ready to schedule another lunch 
meeting to finish your conversation.


In today’s reading, you’ll notice that a group of Wise Men 
come to see Jesus. Their sole purpose is to worship Him. 


As you read today, consider this: What does it mean to 
worship something? What does it mean to worship 
someone?

Week 4; Day 2: Finding Jesus 
The Wise Men (known as the Magi in the Bible) likely had 
much more than a memory of the events that occurred. 
Within their story we notice:

• A star in the night sky directed them to Jerusalem

• They recognized Jesus as “King of the Jews”

• They bowed down to worship Jesus

• God appeared to them in a dream and warned them not 

to return to king Herod.

While modern-day nativity scenes often include the wise 
men as being present, it’s more likely that they arrived up to 
two years after Jesus’ birth. But the timeline isn’t nearly as 
important as the events that occurred. Something 
extraordinary happened that led these men to Israel, and 
something extraordinary happened that led these men to 
flee from king Herod. 

As you read today, consider this: The wise men experienced 
supernatural events that led them to Jesus. Think back in 
your own life: what specifically led you to begin a 
relationship with Jesus? Can you see how God was at work 
through all of that?

Reading: Matthew 2:1-12

Tradition says that there were three wise men (Magi), but the 
Bible never indicates their number. In truth, it’s likely that 
these men had other servants and guards traveling with 
them. It’s also most probable that they were not Jewish, yet 
something so miraculous happened they wanted to find this 
newborn “King” named Jesus.

Personal: Do you find yourself seeking God/Jesus with the 
same intensity as the Magi? Why do you think that is? 

How would the next year of your life be different if you 
dedicated it to fully seeking out who Jesus is? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.):

Did your family of origin ever spend time discussing what it 
would look like to truly seek out Jesus?  
Family: How can we as a family better look into and 
understand the life of Jesus over the next year? 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that my life is full of many 
distractions. Sometimes, I make decisions that add more 
complications to my life than decisions that simplify it. Lead 
and guide me to better understand who Jesus is, and the 
simplicity of the Gospel. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Reading: John 20:29; Hebrews 11, Romans 1:19-20


Personal: Why do you think the Wise Men dedicated years 
of their lives to track down a young Jesus to worship Him? 
Was it because they simply had “blind faith”, or were they 
confident that something extraordinary happened? 


Do you consider your own faith to be blind?


Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): On a 
scale of 1-10, how confident are you in the existence of 
God, His Son Jesus, and the Christmas Story? 


What has helped increase your belief in God, His Son Jesus 
and the Christmas Story through the years?  

Family: Even though we can’t see God, we can be confident 
He’s there. What are 3-5 ways we’ve experienced God to 
know He’s always near us? 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I confess that many days I want a 
sign, or some other visible representation of Your existence. 
But as Your Word says, we can clearly see Your invisible 
qualities all throughout Your creation. Today, help me to be 
alert and aware to see Your attributes all throughout Your 
creation. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Read ing Gu ide :



Week 4; Day 3: Remembering Jesus

Imagine you were one of the servants traveling with the Wise 
Men. For two years you helped them search. You slept in the 
wilderness. There were some days where you went hungry. 
Your journey was long, and not always easy. You were with 
them when they got to meet with king Herod. You were with 
them as they continued from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. And 
you were with them when they arrived at a small home with 
Joseph, Mary, and a young Jesus. 

As you traveled home, you took time to write down some 
things you had experienced. But one memory continued to 
stand out above all others - seeing the Magi bow down and 
worship Jesus. 

You had seen people worship other gods. You had 
experienced people sacrificing things to their gods, praying 
to the sun and rain gods, and many more. But this was the 
first time you saw somebody worshiping a young child. 
There was something unique about it. Something you just 
couldn’t get out of your mind. In the end, you knew there 
was something very different about this child named Jesus. 

As you read today, continue to consider something you can 
do this Christmas Season to make a lasting memory? What 
role will Jesus play in this memory? 

Week 4; Day 4: Worshiping Jesus 

A Pastor stands on the stage and encourages everybody to 
stand for “a time of worship.” A song on the radio 
encourages you to “worship God all day long.” A devotional 
you read through talks about the importance of “worshiping 
God by serving your family.” You hear this word “worship” in 
so many places, but nobody seems to slow down and 
explain exactly what it means to worship. 


The New Bible Dictionary explains, “The term ‘worship’ is 
misunderstood if it gives the impression that the major 
element is what human beings do or offer to God. Biblical 
religion is primarily concerned with what God does for his 
people (Mk. 10:45). This is particularly evident in the New 
Testament, where words expressing the human activity of 
worshipping God are surprisingly rare in descriptions of 
church meetings (Heb. 13:15.; 1 Pet. 2:5). Worship is human 
response to a gracious God, and it needs to be placed in 
this context if it is to be properly understood.”


As you read today, consider this: how is God inviting you to 
be a person of worship? How will you respond to God this 
week in worship? 

Reading: Matthew 2:1-12; Psalm 139 
Personal: Which verse (or verses) in Psalm 139 sticks out to 
you the most? What do you like about them? 

If you were traveling with the Wise Men, how could these 
verses help sustain you? How can you use them today to 
sustain you? 

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
What is something we can do together this Christmas 
Season to make a lasting memory? Perhaps something 
really big, that we can share with our children and 
grandchildren that will be “More than a Memory”? 

- Commit to writing down 5-10 ideas over the next 3-4 

weeks and revisiting this question later. (See last page of 
this Reading Guide)  

Family: What do you think it would’ve been like to travel 
with the Wise Men? Is that something you think you would 
enjoy doing? Why or why not?  
Prayer: Heavenly Father, once again I ask that you would 
provide me with the wisdom to live my life in such a way that 
it’s much more than a memory to those around me. Help me 
to love others as You have loved me. Amen. 

Reading: Romans 12:1-2; 1 Peter 3:13-17

In the NLT, 1 Peter 3:15 says, “…you must worship Christ as 
Lord of your life.” 
Personal: What would you say it means to worship? 

Based on your understanding of worship, do you find it 
easier to worship God, or other things?  

Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 
How is God inviting you to be a person of worship? 

How will you respond to God in worship this week? Is there 
anything we can do together to respond to God in worship?

Family: Ask each family member to complete the following 
sentence: God, today I worship You for ________________. 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, it’s so easy to get distracted in life. 
I get distracted from the things that really matter by sports, 
tv, music, and other forms of technology. Today, my desire is 
to quiet my life. In silence, I want to enter into Your presence 
and simply respond to You in worship. Amen.


*Take 1-2 minutes to be in full silence, and then an 
additional 5-10 minutes to respond in worship to God. 

Week 4; Day 5: 

• Quickly Review this week’s readings and questions.
• Have you taken opportunities to consider something you can do this Christmas Season that will be “More than a Memory”?
• What do you remember most from your reading?
• God is inviting you to be a person who doesn’t just read about Jesus, but somebody who worships Him. What will that look 

like over the next week? Month? Year?
• What is one additional step you believe God is inviting you to take as a result of this week’s reading?








Week 5; Day 1: Celebrating Jesus

What was Christmas Eve like for you as a child? Did you 
have mostly good memories of Christmas, or sad memories? 
Was it a time of celebration? Did you go to a Christmas Eve 
service at church? If so, what songs did you sing? Is there 
another family tradition you followed? Did you sleep 
soundly? Did you stay awake to try to hear Santa?

No matter what your memories were like as a child, consider 
this: The Joy of Christmas…is for ALL. Jesus came from 
Heaven to Earth…for you, and everybody you know.

The Peace of Christmas…is for ALL. Jesus didn’t come with 
gifts. He came as the most perfect gift. He came from 
heaven to earth. From perfection to brokenness. From 
something beautiful into something messy. Not to condemn 
us for the mess we had made, but to free us from it. 

The Love of Christmas…is for ALL. Jesus came so that all 
who believe in Him may be called children of God. 

As the year comes to a close, consider this: Who is Jesus, 
and how can I best celebrate Him - not just today, but every 
day? 


Reading: John 1:12 and John 3:16-17 

Personal: Have you taken the opportunity to receive Jesus 
as your personal Savior? 


If so, how will you celebrate this throughout the next week? 
Month? Year? (Write down specifics, and refer to your list 
throughout the next year.)


Talk about it (Questions for couples, friends, etc.): 

What is something we can do together this Christmas 
Season to make a lasting memory? Perhaps something 
really big, that we can share with our children and 
grandchildren that will be “More than a Memory”? (See last 
page of this Reading Guide) 
Family: How can we as a family better celebrate the life of 
Jesus?  

Prayer: Write out your own prayer to God, celebrating who 
He is, what He has done, and how you will respond. 

Week 5; Days 2-5: 

• Take the opportunity to Review all of the readings and questions from this Reading Guide.
• Have you decided something you can do this Christmas Season that will be “More than a Memory”?
• What do you remember most from your reading?
• God is inviting you to know Him fully. What will that look like over the next week? Month? Year?
• What questions do you have from your readings? Where will you go to find the answers to those questions? 
• What is one additional step you believe God is inviting you to take? Write down your questions and/or steps in the space 

below, and refer back to this list in the weeks to come
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read ing Gu ide :






DAILY READING GUIDE

Some things I/we can do this Christmas Season  
to make a lasting memory: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

What is something we can do together this Christmas Season to 
make a lasting memory? Perhaps something really big! 


Something we can share with our children and grandchildren…
something that’s…


                     

“More than a Memory”?  

Commit to writing down 5-10 ideas throughout the series,   
making a final decision by Christmas Day. 

Some things I/we can do this Christmas Season  
to make a lasting memory: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


